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2025 Awards Ceremony

On June 1st, we hosted our annual Viner Scholars Awards Ceremony where
we welcomed our newest class of scholars and celebrated the
accomplishments of our graduating seniors.
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This year marks a milestone: we awarded a record-breaking 50 four-
year scholarships—our largest class to date! These outstanding students
represent 11 local high schools and will be attending 10 colleges and
universities across Florida.

Thank you to all who joined us in celebration!




Congratulations to the Viner Scholars Class of 2029! We can’t wait to

see all you'll achieve.

View All Photos Here

Congratulations to our May

2025 Graduates!

Nic Sofia
Hernandez

Nic Sofia graduated from FAU
with a bachelor’s degree in
Biology. She’s now focused on
gaining research experience
as she prepares to pursue a
Master’s in Nursing.

"Viner Scholars has been a
tremendous help—it’s allowed
me to focus on my studies
without financial stress and

Giovanna De
Paula

Giovanna graduated from
UCF with a bachelor's degree
in Political Science and a
minor in National Security &
Intelligence Studies. Next up:
her master’s in Affairs and
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https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1jpGA2uXPLeaHTWEGo_EsZDafG5bF8_am?usp=sharing

brought me closer to my
goals in healthcare and
research.”

Ricardo Correa

Ricardo graduated from FIU
with a bachelor’s in
Hospitality Management! He
has a position as an Event
Consultant pending.

"Viner Scholars helped me
become an independent
member of society and
allowed me to go to a
university all 4 years without
having to worry about if I'll
make it to the end. It allowed
me to form friendships and
build strong bridges with
people that I thought I would
never meet. Thank you again
for this opportunity.”

National Security—also at
UCF!

“My experience as a Viner
Scholar was unforgettable! I
am so grateful to Eda and
Cliff for giving me the
opportunity to truly thrive in
college and to focus on my
education without worrying
about any financial burden
that would have been placed
on me or my parents. I can't
thank them and the Viner
program as a whole enough!”

Camilla Sandor

Camilla graduated from USF
with a degree in Finance. This
summer, she’s taking the next
step in her professional
journey with a marketing
internship already lined up.

"Viner Scholars made my
college experience amazing
with so many great leaders
guiding me and pushing me
to always do my absolute
best!”




Jade Stanitz-Tacy

Jade graduated Cum Laude
from FSU with a Bachelor's in
Communication Science and
Disorders and is heading to
FAU to pursue her Master’s in
the same field.

"As a first-generation college
student, Viner Scholars
helped me achieve my
dreams. I am forever
thankful for their support
both mentally and
financially."

Melinda Mondelus

Luke Hirsh

Luke graduated from UF Cum
Laude with a degree in Health
Science. He is planning on
taking a gap year and then
attending PA school.

"I am so thankful for the
Viner family. The scholarship
allowed me to focus on my
studies. It relieved a burden
on my family, and I am
forever grateful.”

Mishayla Davis

Mishayla graduated Cum
Laude from UCF with a
Bachelor's in Kinesiology on
the Exercise Physiology track
and was recognized as a Lead
Scholars Graduate.




Melinda graduated from FIU
with a double major in
Biological Sciences and
Natural & Applied Sciences!
While at FIU, she chartered a
new student organization,
completed extensive
healthcare service hours, and
held multiple executive board
positions in student groups.
Looking ahead, Melinda plans
to continue gaining patient
care experience while
studying for the PACAT and
GRE, with the goal of
attending Physician Assistant
school and ultimately earning
her PhD to become a
professor in a PA program.

"My experience as a Viner
Scholar has been nothing but
great and rewarding. With

the help of this organization, I

was able to get the adequate
support, funding and
resources that has helped me
throughout my college
journey. Thanks to Viners I
was able to finish college
without any financial
hardship and graduated debt

free."

Nicholas Antoine

Now, she’s taking the next
step in her journey—pursuing
her Doctorate of Physical
Therapy at FGCU!

“As a Viner Scholar, I had the
opportunity to meet an
amazing mentor and meet
the demands of my education
without struggle thanks to the
Viners... I am truly grateful
for the Viner family and
cannot thank them enough
for all they have given me!”

Nia Jackson

Nia graduated from UCF with
a B.A. in Political Science on a
pre-law track, a minor in
Legal Studies, and a certificate
in Strategic Communication.
She's now putting her skills to
work as a Legal Assistant at
Weltman, Weinberg & Reis in
Chicago!

"Being a Viner Scholar has
provided me with support
that I will be grateful for a
lifetime. Having a mentor
who was once in my shoes,
gave me advice, and watched
me grow over these four
years has been such a




Nicholas graduated from UF
with a Bachelor of Science in
Nursing. He has accepted a
position in the Cardiovascular
Intensive Care Unit (CVICU)
in Gainesville, where he will
gain critical care experience as
he prepares to apply to CRNA
(Certified Registered Nurse
Anesthetist) school.

“It was a truly amazing
experience. My mentor Terry
was instrumental in my
success as a student, and I
can't wait to pay it forward.”

Tonny Salomon

Tonny graduated Magna Cum
Laude from FSU with a
Bachelor of Science in
Finance and Management
Information Systems. He is
continuing his academic
journey at the University of
Miami, where he will pursue a
Master’s in Finance.

"Being a Viner Scholar has
been one of the most
transformative aspects of my
college journey. From
Atlantic Community high
school to Florida State
University. The support from
the Viner community gave me
the confidence and resources

blessing. Not having to worry

financially allowed me to be

involved on campus and truly
make a difference.”

Marie Michaud

Marie graduated Cum Laude
and a full year early from FIU
with a dual degree in Political
Science and International
Relations.

Marie is now pursuing her
paralegal certificate at FIU as
she explores the path to law
school.

“Being part of the Viner
Scholarship has been such an
amazing experience! The
mentorship and support I've
received have truly made a
difference, helping me focus
on my studies without the
added stress. Everyone at
Viner has been so kind,
attentive and patient—I
always felt cared for and
supported. I'm incredibly
thankful to be part of this
wonderful community!”




to pursue leadership roles,
challenging internships, and
meaningful service
opportunities. It has truly
shaped who I am both
professionally and
personally, and I am beyond
grateful for the lifelong
impact it’s had on me. I am
truly grateful and appreciate
for all the help you guys have
provided within this
journey."

Alisha Osarowski

Alisha graduated cum laude
from Florida Atlantic
University with a BAE in
Elementary Education. This
fall, she will begin her journey
as a first-grade teacher at
Orchard View Elementary
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“ Click here for our community partners! -
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‘ To learn more about the Viner Scholars Foundation, visit

www.vinerscholars.org, call (561) 544-4436 or email
L f JoXin

info@vinerscholars.org for more details.
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Eda & Cliff Viner Community Scholars Foundation | 777 Yamato Road Suite 300 | Boca
Raton, FL 33431 US

Thank you for staying updated with the latest news of the Viner Scholars
i foundation! Thank you for staying involved in the student's lives by making their
futures brighter everyday.
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